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Old World Charm in a Modern Building
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This airport bakery/café conveys Old World tradition in a modern building, using small touches like the marble countertops, rustic
wood furnishings, and decorative ceiling tiles.

GRATON, CA, 2022-June-08 -- Branching out a business requires strong branding. For a Northern California bakery with
a 100-year heritage in the community, creating a successful new satellite store meant recapturing the feel and ambience
of their original location. The new site at a regional airport was a sparse, modern building — a far cry from the century-
old downtown storefront and restaurant — but it was transformed with the judicious application of white and blue paint,
rustic wood moldings and furniture, a red-striped awning, and a traditional decorative ceiling made of Ceilume
thermoformed tiles.

Old and New

Healdsburg, CA is in the Sonoma County wine country, a region that has also gained a reputation for great food. The
store at 421 Healdsburg Avenue has been a bakery since it was built over a century ago, and has become a beloved
institution. Proprietorship changed hands many times over the decades, but under the name Costeaux Bakery, it has
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been owned and operated by the same family for over 40 years and has become a fixture in the community. In 2018,
they decided to create a satellite bakery at the nearby Sonoma County airport, Costeaux on the Go, where travelers
could grab a quick bite or a carry-on meal, and locals-in-the-know could come for a morning coffee. The 900 sf space
occupies half of a small commercial building attached to the side of an airplane hangar.

The challenge was to make the bland space recognizably Costeaux. The original bakery has high ceilings, plain plaster
walls, and exposed roughhewn wood columns and beams. The new space is a moderately low-ceilinged, modern room
with two all-glass walls and a suspended grid ceiling.

The key was understanding what the Costeaux atmosphere is made of. Interior designer Gina Gattuso of Myra Hoefer
Design had worked with Costeaux on previous projects, and knows their brand well. “We’re trying to create more of a
feeling when you enter a patisserie in Paris,” explains Gattuso. “So, we created the awning, the ceiling, more of a classic
French patisserie.” The red striped awning that hangs indoors over the food counter echoes the awning over the front
door of the original bakery. The marble countertops and the chalkboards high on the wall, also recall the style of the
downtown store. The outdoor-café style chairs are shared with other Costeaux locations, and the round table tops are
giant yellow Costeaux labels.

Gattuso notes that they needed a non-commercial look overall, “more authentic café style,” and the ceiling was an
important element of that. The rest of the building’s retail spaces all have flat white mineral fiber tile ceilings, and
neither bakery owner nor designer was willing to settle for that.

Costeaux CEO Will Seppi felt that “it was important to pick out something that was complementary to the design and
not just have a flat look, something to fit in with our brand and our theme, playing into our French heritage.” Gina
Gattuso was familiar with Ceilume thermoformed decorative ceilings from previous projects, and picked out a pattern
called Stratford, in white, to add style and European flavor. She liked its similarity to classic stamped-tin ceilings.
Stratford tiles are available in both 2x2 and 2x4 sizes, so Costeaux was able to match the room’s 2x4 grid.

Problem Solved

Seppi and his team liked the resulting look very much, but a problem developed that was specific to the location. “We
ended up having issues that had to do with the air movement,” he explains. “When the doors were opened, tiles popped
up and fell out.” The location is subject to very windy conditions generally, usually at the most severe during the Fall.
When the front door was opened, a stiff gust of wind could come into the store with enough force to lift some of the
lightweight tiles out of position. When the wind was cut off and the tiles settled back, they sometimes fell out of the
grid. There were also sudden air-pressure shifts in the bakery space when the doors of the adjacent hangar were
opened.

Seppi struggled with the falling ceiling tiles for several years. They tried adding some common flat mineral fiber tiles on
top of their decorative ceiling, to weigh down the tiles, but certain positions in the grid still fell out. They tried to tape
them in place. Nothing worked. The one thing they did not try was to contact the manufacturer for help.

Fortunately, the manufacturer, Ceilume, was located just 14 miles away, and Ceilume found them. A company executive
was getting a pre-flight coffee, saw the condition of the ceiling, and started a discussion in the factory about getting it
fixed. Ceilume, a small, family-owned business, likes to support other businesses in the community, and reached out to
Costeaux to help solve the problem.

Ceilume proposed a re-design of the ceiling, replacing the lightweight Stratford panels with Cambridge, a style that is
very similar in appearance, but twice the thickness and approved for use as refacing panels, where they are installed
below mineral fiber panels.
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In addition, an air grate was added to help equalize pressure above and below the ceiling, light fixtures were centered
within panels for a better appearance, and a few more mineral fiber tiles were added above, in places where they had
previously been absent. This solution was executed with help from the factory, and it worked completely. Seppi reports
no further problems with tiles lifting up in a strong gust. Seppi reports no further problems with tiles lifting up in a
strong gust.

“They were great to work with,” recalls Seppi, “great service and great care. I’'m very happy for that.” He is also very
happy with the look of his ceiling, and the success of Costeaux on the Go.

About Ceilume

Ceilume is the leading manufacturer of thermoformed ceiling and wall tiles and panels. The company’s roots
go back to the pioneers of modular ceilings, when “Mid-Century was Modern.” The family-owned business is
located in California’s wine country and occupies a historic apple-packing warehouse. With an eye on the
future, Ceilume’s research and development continues to improve interior finish systems to meet changing
environmental, performance, and aesthetic needs. For more information, see ceilume.com/pro.
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Despite the modern glass walls of the building, the European traditional feel that is intimately bound up in the Costeaux brand is
effectively evoked by the chalk-board, the awning, the marble countertops and the formal decorative ceiling.
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The original installation of the ceiling included mistakes, such as recessed lights placed in the center of a 2x4 tile, in the divide
between the two squares. They were relocated during the re-design that solved the wind uplift problems.
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In the re-designed ceiling, all lights and sprinklers are properly placed for balanced appearance, and an air grate equalizes air
pressure above and below the ceiling.

Another piece of clever branding is using the bakery’s label as the design for the table-tops.
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